ALSO THIS MONTH

Sandra and Nori Pope’s planting
at Hadspen House was a fine
example of innovative colour
and plant combinations.

REDESIGN

Hadspen makeover

Niall Hobhouse, landlord of Hadspen House, is taking a
radical approach to the garden’s future. The gardens, which
were previously planted by his mother Penelope Hobhouse,
who lived there until 1979, then replanted by Sandra and
Nori Pope who took over in 1986, have a worldwide
reputation for their extensive plantings. Following the Popes’
departure in autumn 2005, Niall is clearing the garden to
make way for a new layout of pathways (below), designed

by Foreign Office Landscapes, and is advertising for a

ABOVE:The garden is
gardener with a ‘bold and untried approach to making a currently in disrepair.

garden, and the energy and determination to put this into BELOW: the new
layout of pathways.

practice’ to start in summer 2007. Niall is inviting an open

debate via the website which he hopes, “will inform the >

approach to the project and determine who we give the
job to". It is hoped this fluid approach will bring forward
both a talent and an original garden.To find out more and
to join the debate, visit www.thehadspenparabola.com
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